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Experiment in Library Telecasting for Adults 


GRACE ESTES 


Librarian, Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 


Television arrived in the Wyoming Val- 
ley, of which Wilkes-Barre is the center, 
in April, 1952, via the coaxial cable. Local 
telecasting began in January, 1953, with a 
second station scheduled to follow suit in 
September of that year. Book use, which 
had been rising in the last months of 1951 
and the early months of 1952, began to 
drop, the rate of decline accelerating rapid- 
ly with the development of local tele- 
casting. 

The Osterhout Free Library felt that it 

must make use of TV to call attention to 
its services. A weekly TV story hour was 
initiated in January, 1953, and proved 
worth while, but the need for an adult 
program was felt. The announcement of 
the ALA Adult Education Grants for 
experimental adult education programs 
through libraries seemed to offer a possi- 
bility for financing such a program. There 
was nothing to lose in trying for a grant 
and no use trying unless an all-out effort 
to win was to be made. 
The need for international understanding 
and the current importance of the Far East 
led to the choice of a subject. We called 
the series by the book title, “Strange Lands 
and Friendly People” hopefully assuming 
that the six telecasts on the Far East out- 
lined in the project would be Unit I of a 
continuing round-the-world series. The 
idea of continuing with Osterhout funds, 
and the desire to try a project which might 
be possible for any medium-sized library 
with a moderate budget, led us to ask for 
a small grant. The award of $600 was the 
smallest of the twenty grants; however, the 
project was more limited in scope than 
many, since only six half-hour telecasts 
were involved. 

As soon as the preliminary plan was 
made, the next step was to secure the co- 
operation of a local TV station. The gen- 
eral manager of Station WILK, who had 
worked with area libraries on educational 
radio programs, was immediately interested 
and readily consented to present the series 
as a public service and to serve as moder- 
ator of the panel, should a grant be forth- 
coming. The idea was then presented to 
the Osterhout Directors, who were glad to 
endorse it and to allow the librarian carte 
blanche to carry it out should it win an 
award. 


Space does not permit a detailed account 
of the preparation of the project, or of the 
planning of the brochures, posters and 
book lists after the grant was received. We 
must, however, testify to the help received 
from the ALA Office for Adult Education 
and the ALA Public Relations Specialist 
on these and other problems all along the 
way. Station WILK-TV gave us an excel- 
lent time—Wednesday evenings from 8:00- 
8:30, February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 
and 31. 

The programs were planned as_ panel 
discussions based on books, the regular 
panel of a moderator and two others to be 
augmented by guests who were either na- 
tionals of the country under discussion or 
recently returned travelers from that coun- 
try. The Library was fortunate in securing 
outstanding local men for the recular 
panel, the Director of the Wyoming Valley 
Community Chest and a Wyoming Semi- 
nary professor who is our most popular 
area speaker, and in finding in the area 
nationals of China, Korea and India. A 
Vietnamese student was brought up from 
Lafayette College, Easton, for the Indo- 
China program, and we secured a secretary 
of the Pakistan Mission to the United 
Nations for our Pakistan program. The 
Japanese program was done with two local 
residents who had each recently spent 
eighteen months in Japan. In addition to 
the Korean student, we had on the Korean 
program a local man who had lived for 
eight years in Korea, and in addition to 
the Brahmin girl, we had on our India pro- 
gram a Scranton professor who had been a 
Fulbright teacher in India the previous 
year, and a former U.S. Congressman from 
this district who had spent two years in 
India. In fact, local resources proved even 
more adequate than we had anticipated. 

For illustrative material we had thought 
of film clips, maps and book illustrations. 
When we began to plan the actual tele- 
casts, the Station and some of the partici- 
pants were concerned less a panel discus- 
sion with relatively little illustrative ma- 
terial might prove too dull to hold the 
interest of the average television viewer at 
whom we were aiming. We therefore 
added to the plan the showing of artifacts 
and the use of costumes. Native music 
was also used a few times. Actually the 





best telecast of all was done without cos- 
turmes or artifacts. This was the Pakistan 
program and its success was, of course, due 
to the high caliber of the guest from the 
Pakistan Mission to the U.N. We also 
had on this telecast the best film, as we 
used a four minute part of the March of 
Time film The Making of Pakistan. Arti- 
facts and costumes were used on four pro- 
grams, maps on three, native music on 
two, book illustrations on one, fine prints 
on one, and film clips on five. 

The studio was set up as a living room 
with book cases, couch, chairs, tables, a 
wall map of the Far East, and on four of 
the programs, handsome oriental wall 
panels or prints. Books were picked up 
and shown as they were discussed and 
artifacts picked up and described. For the 
opening and closing we showed a revolving 
globe over which passed the program title, 
name of sponsor, etc. he spoken an- 
nouncement was coordinated with the 
visual. For background music we used a 
bit from Kismet; actual oriental music was 
deliterately avoided as too lacking in har- 
mony for Western ears to be remembered 
from week to week. 

A planned evaluation of the series was 
urged by ALA and was considered by the 
Osterhout as a good way to build an audi- 
ence as well as to fulfill its obvious pur- 
pose. Twenty-five local clubs and agencies 
were invited to participate and nine actu- 
ally turned in reports. Group and _ indi- 


vidual viewing, as reported by written 
evaluation involved 202 people. Many 
telephone calls and spoken comments 


brought both praise and constructive criti- 
cism. 

The series had many faults, of course, 
Too much was attempted on several pro- 
grams to permit sufficient discussion of the 
country and its problems, and the books 
on which the discussion was based. It 
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proved difficult to secure current films 
cleared for educational telecasting, so some 
of the films used were too old. The panel 
members tended to have the same point 
of view, and while we did not wish to 
present a controversial program, some dif- 
ference of opinion would have been de- 
sirable. The questioning of the younger 
nationals was sometimes too controlled, 
probably because the moderator realized 
their shyness and inexperience, and be- 
cause he was responsible for the timing of 
the program and had to see that it moved 
along. The telecasts, while carefully 
planned and outlined, did not have a word 
for word script. This resulted in informal- 
ity and give and take, but placed a great 
responsibility on the moderator. Some- 
times the camera work was faulty, as was 
to be expected with a station just starting 
telecasting. 


We felt, however, and the evaluation 
bore this out, that the series accomplished 
its main purpose, which was to increase 
international understanding and to show 
the common bonds of mankind the world 
over, regardless of color, creed or national 
customs. The general tone of the pro- 
grams was good, they went smoothly, they 
improved from week to week. They also 
provided excellent ‘publicity for the library. 
Adult circulation began to rise at the Main 
Library, presumably as a result. We plan 
to present another series next fall or winter 
with Osterhout funds if we can keep a full 
staff, which we had during 1953-54 for the 
first time in years. The staff time involved 
is considerable, to say nothing of the 
time contributed by volunteer participants. 
Much has been learned by trial and error, 
however, so that another series should be 
possible with a notable time saving. We 
hope also to eliminate some of the faults 
of the first series and to present a more 
truly educational program. 


* * 





both day and evening classes. 





train To be A LIBRARY AIDE 


The Community College of Temple University offers at its Cedar- 
brook Center a two-year curriculum in Library Technology with 


Courses are designed to train Library aides on a sub-professional 
level and the Degree of Associate in Arts will be awarded to grad- 
uates. For further information write or telephone: 


The Community College of 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 


Cheltenham Ave. and Sedgwick St. Phila. 19, Pa. Livingston 8-8100 
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A Union Catalog of Films 


GILMoRE WARNER 


Librarian, State Teachers College, Lock Haven 


Librarians, who are reputed to have neat 
and orderly ways, have been doing some 
interesting things of late. Now that in- 
formation comes in film packages, as well 
as in books, they have been applying their 
minds to the problems of controlling and 
making accessible this great body of useful 
material. 

Traditionally, as Mr. Champa points out 
(PLA Bulletin, Winter 1951-52), the col- 
lecting of films and the building of film 
libraries have not been closely associated 
with the development of our book libraries. 
And, in general, the preparation of the 
published catalogs of their films has also 
been an independent activity. The chief 
strength, perhaps, of these catalogs has 
been in this very freedom from traditional 
patterns and in the practical necessity of 
meeting directly the needs of their par- 
ticular clientele. In this respect film li- 
brary tradition is repeating the history of 
our early public libraries; each library origi- 
nally had to work out its own bibliographic 
controls. Eventually, for books, certain 
patterns of description were established 
and cards were standardized and made 
available for purchase. 

This stage of development, for films, has 
only been reached within the last two 
years. The publication of film cards by 
the Library of Congress came not only logi- 
cally but also out of real necessity, for 
films have now become such important 
sources of information and such a substan- 
tial industry that a state of independence 
verging on anarchy could no longer be 
tolerated. Something had to be done to 
give access on a large scale to this realm 
of knowledge. 

Librarians at last have the means. How 
will they use them? One answer lies in 
the building of union film catalogs. The 
nature of films, their expense, and the 
technical problems incidental to their use 
establish one important difference from 
books. Whereas any book library expects 
to meet the greater part of its demands 
directly out of its own bookstock, no library 
can expect to find the answers to all its 
film needs within its own holdings. Film 
service, in other words, is almost entirely a 
problem of interlibrary loan, a mail-order 
business. The problem for our public li- 
braries is not primarily a problem of find- 
ing money to buy films, but of making ac- 
cessible the information of what films have 


been produced, and of where and under 
what conditions they may be borrowed. 
Hence the necessity of individual union 
catalogs of films. 


The Lock Haven Union Catalog 

One such catalog has been established 
at the State Teachers College in Lock 
Haven. (For preliminary notices see the 
PLA Bulletin, Summer 1953.) Briefly, it 
consists of three parts, corresponding to 
the three catalogs which exist in almost 
every book library: a title, a subject, and 
a classified catalog. The film title catalog 
is made up of slips of one sort or another 
listing the holdings of some eight of the 
larger film libraries of central Pennsylvania 
and numerous smaller ones. Some of 
these slips are simply the titles typed from 
lists of films issued by the film library 
libraries. Others are full descriptions 
clipped from the film libraries’ printed 
catalog and mounted on waste cards. All 
are stamped with a symbol identifying the 
library which holds the particular title. 
Into this catalog of upwards of seven thcu- 
sand slips is interfilled the complete out- 
put of Library of Congress film cards— 
somewhat more than 12,000 (as of June, 
1954). This is a comprehensive answer to 
the question, “Where can I get such-and- 
such a film?” 
The Subject Catalog 

These two kinds of cards—the slips 
covering the holdings of individual li- 
braries, and the LC cards, as we have 
noted, are interfiled. Many films are cov- 
ered by one slip only, a few films are 
covered by several slips, and a very large 
number are covered by an LC card only. 
Approximately 75 percent of the holdings 
of the film libraries are covered also by 
LC cards (the percentage is constantly in- 
creasing), and this is the part out of which 
comes the subject catalog. In other words, 
whenever a slip and an LC card become 
associated, or more properly, are married, 
they produce offspring in the form of sub- 
ject cards, which are typed in brief form 
and stamped and filed. These cards, of 
course, make use of the standard subject 
headings carried on the LC cards and can 
thus be nicely integrated with the subject 
catalog of books. It is interesting to note that 
of some 1,250 main subjects (not count- 
ing subdivisions), some 430 or about 35 
per cent are not covered by books. Be- 
cause of its close affinity to the subject 





catalog of books this subject catalog of 
films is filed in the rear part of the same 
trays following prominent dividers marked 
“films.” That is, you would find both the 
book cards and the film cards for, say, 
A AE in the same tray. The main head- 
ings covered by film cards are shown among 
the book cards by colored film locater 
cards. 
The Classified Catalog 

Finally, a second complete set of LC 
cards if filed according to the Dewey Deci- 
mal number borne by the cards, so as to 
give a quick coverage by subject whether 
the film has been located or not. When a 
film is located and the set of cards pre- 
pared for subjects and added entries, the 
classified card is also stamped and refiled, 
thus, like the subject catalog, giving the 
first location found for the film. This cata- 
log shculd be especially useful as a buying 
guide, as it enables one to see which 
classifications are in need of strengthening 
and which are adequately covered. 


Recommendations 





l. The value of the Union Catalog of 
Films has been sufficiently demonstrated 
locally to justify expansion throughout the 
coming year. Its cost has not been exces- 


sive—abcut the price of three or four good 
films, plus, of course, the labor, which is 


carried as part of the normal cost of sup- 





plying our clientele with any information 
which they can use. And they do use it! 
There are well over 150 film libraries in 
the state. Who can expect to check all 
their catalogs every time he wants a film? 
Suggestions will be gladly received as to 
the order of libraries to be included. 

2. Possibility of publishing both the title 
and the su ject catalogs is being explored. 

3. Much remains to be done toward 
easin > routines of borrowing and of 
bringing down the rental prices of films. 
Our public libraries have great possibilities 
as outlets of information about availability 
of films. In Illinois it is possible for any 


public library to obtain free, for use by any 
group, any title in the entire catalog of the 
University of Illinois film library. In other 
words. the state is subsidizing the use of 
films, with the public libraries of the state 


as the cuthorized outlets. The assumption 
can probably be made, then, that every 
Illinois public library has in its files the 


film catalog of one large film library and 
has established the routine forms for bor- 
patrons. I wonder if 


rowing films for its 


% % 





we could assume the same for the public 
libraries of Pennsylvania? A program aimed 
at making better use of our Pennsylvania 
film resources should be worked out. 

4. Some method, similar to the Farm- 
ington plan which has helped so greatly to 
strengthen the book resources of our Ameri- 
can libraries, needs to be worked out for 
films. For every film thus far located in 
Union Catalog there must be about a dozen 
which are known to exist but which are 
not thus far located in a Pennsylvania film 
library. 

Some system of cooperative selection of 
films for purchase by our larger libraries 
would help greatly to increase the range 
of our film resources. Surprisingly enough 
there is not a great amount of duplication 
in the libraries thus far checked. And, of 
course, there ought to be some. But one 
hates to see film libraries unaware—as in- 
deed they must be without a Union Cata- 
log—of each other’s holdings and purchas- 
ing plans. 

One little point of interest is this. Many 
films are issued as part of a series, e.g., the 
Machine Shop Work Series. Few libraries 
possess the complete collection of any one 
series! Yet seldom does the individual film 
library’s catalog carry any indication that 
its series is incomplete. 

It would be a great convenience if film 
libraries in each successive catalog would 
indicate their newly added titles. Dates of 
publication would also be useful. 


Conclusion 

In conclusion the writer wishes to ac- 
knowledge the advice and encouragement 
received from the members of the sponsor- 
ing committee which was appointed at the 
regional meetings of the College and Refer- 
ence Section of the PLA: Joseph Myers, 
assistant librarian, Scranton Public Library, 
chairman; I. C. Boerlin, director, Audio- 
Visual Library, Pennsylvania State Univer- 
sity; V. A. Champa, director, Audio-Visual 
Education, Bowertown Joint High School, 
Bowertown; and Harold Hayden, librarian, 
Bucknell University Library, Lewisburg. 

All directors of film libraries are cordially 
invited to send their current catalogs or 
lists of their holdings to the State Teachers 
College Library, Lock Haven, for inclusion 
in their Union Catalog of Films. The li- 
brary is receiving an increasingly large 
number of inquiries from all over the state 
about the location of films, and is glad to 
answer all such inquiries to the best of its 
ability. 

% 
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PLA History 


Having committed myself to the 
preparation of a history of the PLA, 
I find myself greatly in need of help 
from the Association members, of- 
ficers, committee heads, etc. Miss 
Evans’ History will be a great source 
of information, but it is largely sta- 
tistical. 

As there are tremendous gaps in 
the data already sent me, I must 
call upon you to help me fill in the 
empty spots by sending me addi- 
tional material, and suggestions for 
the location of other information. 
This is a plea for recollections, anec- 
dotes, definite facts, and suggestions; 
including projects undertaken suc- 
cessfully, continued, or in vain. Al- 
so, there were splendid pioneers and 
early friends whose work in pro- 
moting our growth and well-being 
should be recognized. 

I must have a great deal of help; 
cooperation will have to be the key- 
stone of this undertaking. 

Frances Dorrance 
38 Church St., Dallas 
Telephone 4-4001 


PLA Committee 
Membership 


President-elect Lester Stoffel is in 
the process of formulating commit- 
tee memberships for the coming 
year. Any suggestions from mem- 
bers of others who should be placed 
on committees, and/or volunteers, 
would be gratefully received. This 
is an opportunity to serve your As- 
sociation. 
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Store TWICE as many books 





in your present floor space 
with STOR-MOR book drawers 


These smooth-operating, space-saving 


drawers, spanning every other range aisle, § 
now enable you to increase your present 
book storage capacity by as much as § 
114%. Ames Stor-Mor Book Drawers are % 
easily installed, using the uprights of # 
your present freestanding or multi-tier 3 
steel shelving, or by making complete & 
installation for new buildings. Drawers ® 
are adjustable and freely interchangeable & 
with regular shelves. 


Our helpful illustrated folder will show you § 
how compact storage using Stor-Mor Book 
Drawers can substantially increase your 2 
storage space. Write for a copy today. 


* Trade Mark 
W.RAMES CO. 


Established 1910 
BOOKSTACK DIVISION 
150 Hooper Street, San Francisco 7, California 
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FREESTANDING STEEL LIBRARY SHELVING » MULTI-TIER 2% 
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PLA Conference November 4, 5, 6 


The Inn at Buck Hill Falls 








The principal charm of the Po- 
conos consists of the water features. 
There are numerous delightful falls 
to explore. The Buck Hill falls, 
consisting of a series of successive 
leaps, are so situated as to be easily 
accessible. The quite different char- 
acter of the upper and lower falls 
render each more attractive by con- 
trast. Hidden in a deep gorge, the 
falls drop fifty feet into a green pool. 
This beautiful bowl into which the 
lower falls drops provides a little 
water amphitheater decorated with 
moss and lichen. The dell below 
the falls is deep, shady and massed 
with fcliage. A visit to the falls is a 


“must” on any sightseeing itinerary 
of the Pocono Mountain region. 





Reservation — As of April 28th, 
the Inn at Buck Hill Falls had re- 
ceived 81 reservations. Accommo- 
dations for single rooms with private 
bath are exhausted. Twenty single 
rooms with toilet and running water 
are still available. The management 
recommends sharing a room with a 
colleague or friend if possible. The 
double rooms are the choice rooms 
and, in some cases, less expensive 
per person than the singles. 

Transportation — Buses are the 
best means of transportation to Buck 
Hill Falls. The Inn has a station 
wagon which will meet all buses 
stopping at Swiftwater and Mount 
Pocono, providing the management 

(Continued on bottom of page 7) 





Pennsylvania Library As:ociation 


9:30 A.M. Registration begins. 
10:00-12:00 Executive Committee (20). Adam Room. 
2:00- 4:00 Public Library Section (250). South Lounge. 
2:00- 6:00 Films. (Library) 
4:00- 6:00 College and Reference Section (100). South Lounge. 
8:30 First General Session (300). Auditorium. 
Chairman: Ralph McComb. 
Speaker: H. W. Schacter. 
Subject: The Bookmobile Story. 
10:00 Reception (250). East Room. 
For all officers, members, guests. 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5th 
9:00 County Section (20). Adam Room. 
Business Session. 
10:30 PLA General Business Meeting (250). Auditorium. 
Presiding: Ralph McComb, President. 
1:00- 3:00 County Library Section (20). Adam Room. 
2:00- 4:30 Films. (Library) 
4:00 Northeastern Pennsylvania Library District (50). 
7:00 Annual Conference Banquet (300). 
Presiding: Lester Stoffel. 
Speaker: 
Subject: 
10:00 Square Dance. South Lounge. 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6th 
9:30-12:00 PSEA Meeting (150). South Lounge. 
10:00-12:00 Films (50). (Library) 
1:30- 3:30 Children’s Section (200). South Lounge. 
4:00 New Executive Committee (20). Adam Room. 


Annual Conference — 1954 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4th 





This is a tentative schedule. There are other meetings to be scheduled 
and those listed above may be changed. A complete program will be 


carried in the Fall issue of the Bulletin. 





is notified in advance of date and 
time of arrival. Railroad transpor- 
tation to Buck Hill Falls is via the 
Hoboken or Scranton terminals. 
Three eastbound and five west- 
bound trains stop daily at Cresco 
and guests will be met if the hotel 


is notified. Guests arriving at either 
the Scranton - Wilkes-Barre Airport 
in Avoca or the Allentown-Bethle- 
hem Airport will also be met if ad- 
vance notification has been given. 
The Inn will also supply automobile 
routes on request. 








Report of 





Standards and Certification Committee 


Since there seems to have been 
considerable confusion as to the 
Certification Code, a questionnaire 
was recently sent to the members of 
the Committee. It was pointed out 
that 1,007 certificates have been is- 
sued since 1938. These include 588 
A’s and 105 A provisionals; 143 B’s, 
of which 128 have expired; 213 C’s, 
of which 203 have expired; and 71 
D’s, of which 65 have expired. Less 
than 100 librarians have applied for 
renewal or improvement of their 
grades. 

There was some questicn as to 
whether the voluntary certification 
plan should be continued since so 
little interest has been shown in it. 
It was felt, however, that it is in the 
interest of the profession to keep the 
idea as a function of PLA because 
if certification becomes compulsory 
by legislation the grades held by li- 
brarians under the voluntary system 
will automatically be their grade 
under the compulsory law. 

The following was recommended 
by the Committee and approved by 
PLA Executive Board at its meeting 
on April 20, 1954: 

1. When the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association adopted the 
Certification Code in 1937, it 
was the understanding of the 
Association that it was to be 
for Public and County Librar- 
ians of the State since the State 
Department of Public Instruc- 
tion already accredits School 
Librarians. Therefore, Be it 
resolved that applications for 
voluntary certification be ac- 
cepted only from _ librarians 
who are not covered by the 
Department of Public Instruc- 
tion accreditation. 

2. The present Code provides 

that all grades accept A must 


be renewed every five years. 
Resolved that Certificates in 
grades B, C, and D shall be 
permanent unless a person im- 
proves his educational quali- 
fications permitting him to ob- 
tain a better grade. 

3. Resolved that the present pro- 
visions of the Code as to Edu- 
cational qualifications and ex- 
perience be retained. 

4. Resolved that it is the con- 
sensus of opinion of the Com- 
mittee that Pennsylvania is not 
ready for compulsory certifica- 
tion by state law. 

Alice Ruf 

Inez Crandle 

John M. Bobb 

Esther E. Strickland, Secretary 
Richard L. Brown, Chairman 
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PLA Executive Board Meeting 


A meeting was convened in the 
Annex of the Harrisburg Public Li- 
brary at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday, April 
20th. 

The treasurer’s report showed a 
balance on December 31, 1953, of 
$4,229.59 and $250.65 in the Certifi- 
cation Account. Mrs. May Valen- 
cik announced that the Association 
received $1,252.50 from the Atlan- 
tic City Regional Meeting. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Ritter, chairman, 
Children’s, Young People and 
School Librarians, reported that Lee 
Wyndham, author, will appear on 
the fall program replacing Gladys 
Malvern, the speaker previously an- 
nounced. 

Mrs. Dorothy Lantz, chairman, re- 
ported that the County Section 
voted to give a scholarship of $50 
to a Pennsylvania librarian for at- 
tending the County and Regional 
Library Workshop June 7-11, Rut- 
gers University. The Board voted 
that the legislative recommendations 
made by the Standards Committee 
of the County Section be referred to 
the Legislative Committee for con- 
sideration and that the two groups 
should decide upon future action. 
It was also voted to commend the 
Section for taking the leadership in 
compiling standards for libraries in 
Pennsylvania. 

Georgia Spinney, chairman of the 
Public Library Section, announced 
that Dr. Chappell, dean of the Epic- 
copal Church, and a library trustee, 
has been selected as speaker for the 
Fall Meeting. Letters will be sent 
to all public librarians. 

The section requested additional 
funds for the conference, and it was 
voted to raise the appropriation for 
each section for 1954 from $50 to 
$75 and to take the additional funds 
from the conference budget. 


The Audio - Visual Committee, 
Gilmore Warner, chairman, is ex- 
ploring means of forming a closer 
liaison between audio-visual groups 
in the state, directors of film li- 
braries, and the PLA. 

Agnes Krarup, chairman, Audit- 
ing Committee, reported the treas- 
uerer’s books for 1953 were ex- 
amined on January 26 and found 
to be in excellent condition. 

A letter from Donald Riechmann, 
editor, PLA Bulletin, recommended 
that Marianne McTighe of the Uni- 
versity of Scranton Library be named 
assistant editor and business man- 
ager of the Bulletin. It was voted 
to make the appointment. 

(See special news item for report 
of the Certification and Standards 
Committee report, which was ac- 
cepted.) 

The Membership Committee, 
Charlot Fleck, chairman, divided 
the list of delinquent members by 
district and notified all members 
whose dues had lapsed. 

The Planning Committee, Ernest 
Doerschuk, chairman, recommended 
that the Constitution be revised to 
permit chapter chairmen to vote at 
Board Meetings. This was referred 
to the Constitution Committee. In 
line with another suggestion it was 
voted to have the Committee study 
the possibility of extending free 
membership and sending copies of 
the Bulletin to all members of the 
senior class in library schools in the 
state. 

Rose Bower, chairman, Recruiting 
Committee, reported a flyer listing 
scholarships available in library 
schools in Pennsylvania has been 
prepared and distributed along with 
a recruiting folder prepared by the 
Committee in 1952. To date 1700 
copies have been distributed. 








Mrs. Valencik reported that the 
states participating in the Middle 
Atlantic Regional Conference have 
proposed the formation of a con- 
tinuing committee to promote the 
conference not oftener than every 
three years. It was voted to become 
a sponsoring member and promote 
the regional meetings. 

The Beard voted to accept the 
recommendation of the Scholarship 
Committee, Herbert Anstaett, chair- 
man, recommending that the PLA 
Scholarship for 1954, which has 
been given to Marywood College, 
Department of Librarianship, be 
named in honor of Margaret Jack- 
son. This committee is preparing a 
report on all library scholarships 








given in Pennsylvania since 1923. 
The Board defeated a motion to re- 
consider increasing the grant to a 
full scholarship for next year. 


Ralph McComb, president, ex- 
plained that because of a decrease 
in membership the Association was 
entitled to only two ALA Council- 
lors at the Mid-Winter Meeting. A 
new count will be taken before the 
June ALA meeting. 


The meeting place for 1955 was 
discussed, but the final decision was 
left to a committee which the presi- 
dent was empowered to appoint. 
York, Reading, Bedford Springs, and 
Hershey were suggested in that 
order. 


State Meetings 


The Northeastern Pennsylvania Library 
Association met on Saturday, May 8, in 
the Plymouth Junior-Senior High School 
Library, with 34 present. In the absence 
of Mrs. Mary V. Fraley, vice-president and 
acting-president, Mary Barrett, past presi- 
dent, called the meeting to order. 

Officers elected were: President, Isabelle 
Huston, Hoyt Library, Kingston; vice-presi- 
dent, Warren French, Wilkes College Li- 
brary, Wilkes-Barre; secretary - treasurer, 
Marianne McTighe, University of Scranton 
Library, Scranton. 

It was voted that the Section hold its 
fall meeting in conjunction with the PLA 
Conference at Buck Hill Falls. 

Charlot Fleck, assistant extension librar- 
ian, Pennsylvania State Library, brought 
greetings from the State Library and spoke 
of activities in progress. The building has 
been partially renovated and inventories of 
various sections of the collection are in 
process or about to be initiated. Ralph W. 
McComb, PLA president, was present and 
reported on association affairs. (Both Miss 
Fleck and Mr. McComb were reported 
present at most of the section meetings 
which follow.) 

The morning session was devoted to a 
panel discussion on “Cooperation among 
the Public, School, and College Libraries.” 


The public library participant was Isabelle 
Huston; Mary Anderson spoke for the 
school library; and the college library view- 
point was expressed by Marianne McTighe. 
Robert Connolly was moderator. 


The theme for the afternoon session was 
“Books and Reading.” Marilyn Creasy re- 
ported on young adult reading tastes; Mrs. 
Romayne Hungerbuhler spoke on new chil- 
dren’s books; and Zlata Tuhy discussed 
seventh and eighth grade book reviews. 

The College and Reference section met 
concurrently with the afternoon session. 
Mrs. Nada Vujica, chairman, presided. 
Mrs. Vujica reported that she wrote to Mr. 
Stoffel and Mr. Hayden suggesting that 
more attention be given to college and 
reference librarians in the program for the 
Buck Hill Falls meeting. Mary Barrett 
spoke about the accredited class in library 
science given at King’s College. This is a 
one hour class, varying from 15 to 35 stu- 
dents, and offered to sophomores, juniors 
and seniors as an elective. 

Joseph Myers reported that he wrote let- 
ters to groups asking if it were worthwhile 
to print up a Union Catalog of Films. He 
recommended that we explore the possi- 
bility of having a catalog printed and sold. 
Using the Wilson Library Catalog for this 
was discussed, as well as that of Penn 








State. Mr. McComb brought up the possi- 
bility of microfilming the card holdings. 
The group was in favor of paying for the 
service whenever needed rather than buy- 
ing the catalog. 

Mr. Myers suggested that the public li- 
braries in Scranton and Wilkes-Barre might 
act as a clearing house for their area. If 
one library is called on for a book and does 
not have it available, it should canvas the 
other libraries in the district for that title. 
It was noted that a memorandum be drawn 
up by Mr. Myers and sent to the libraries 
concerned. 

Mary Barrett will be chairman for the 
coming year. 

a ae 


* * 


The Southwest Chapter of the PLA 
held its annual meeting in Greensburg on 
Friday, May 14, at the First Methodist 
Church. The business meeting was called 
to order by the president, Mrs. John Daub. 
Officers elected were: president, Lydia 
Heller, Greensburg Library; vice-president, 
Mary Cromer, Mellor Memorial Library, 
Edgewood; secretary-treasurer, Roberta Lee, 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 

A discussion on “The Rental Shelf in 
the Public Library” was opened by Mrs. L. 
Greer of Mt. Lebanon and further discussed 
by Mrs. Agnes M. Murdock of Wilkinsburg, 
followed by an open discussion. Decrease 
in revenue from the rental shelf seems to 
be the complaint of most libraries. Too 
much competition by television, radio, 
pocket-books, etc., and high cost of fiction, 
making it necessary to keep copies on the 
rental shelf too long after interest in the 
book is satisfied, are the main reasons for 
the losses. Mr. McNaughton of the Mc- 
Naughton Libraries, Inc., explained the 
various plans which he has to offer li- 
braries. 

At the afternoon session the speaker was 
Mrs. Dorothy Daniel, assistant to the presi- 
dent, TV Station WQED Pittsburgh. Her 
address “Libraries Can Too” was an in- 
teresting and entertaining account of the 
establishing of Pittsburgh’s new educational 
television station, and how libraries can 
help. There was a short question and an- 
swer period following the talk. 

A tea was then held at the library, given 
by members of the board of directors of 
the Greensburg Library. The meeting next 
year will be held at the Mellor Memorial 
Library, Edgewood. 

x * * 


* * 


The spring meeting of the Philadelphia 
District Library Association was held at 
the Media Free Library, May 19. Arthur 
Griffith, president of the Board of Trustees 
of the library, made the welcoming speech 


1] 


and told of the building into which the 
library had recently moved. 

Tina Lee, author of “What to do Now,” 
“How to Make Dolls and Dollhouses,” and 
“Fun with Paper Dolls,” spoke of her work 
writing for children and also told of the 
beginning of Jack and Jill Magazine in 
which she played a large part. 

Featured on the afternoon’s program was 
Nancy Hartwell, author of “A Blue for 
Illi,” “Gabriella,” and many other books 
for young girls. She spoke of her varied 
writing career, writing for young people, 
and answered many questions from the 
audience. 

Following this there was a general dis- 
cussion on various problems of the small 
library: publicity; fund raising; overdues; 
radio programs and other topics. It was 
led by Mrs. Stuart Bell, librarian, Glad- 
vyne, with all present contributing and ex- 
changing ideas. The day’s sessions were 
presided over by Marguerite Lytle, librar- 
ian, Ambler Public Library. The next 
meeting of the association will be held in 


February. 


* * * * &# 


The annual meeting of the South Cen- 
tral Chapter of PLA was held in Eichel- 
berger Senior High School, Hanover, on 
May 22 with 38 members attending. 

Mrs. Lillian D. Snyder, chairman, called 
the meeting to order. The theme of the 
meeting was “Choosing and Using Books.” 
Topics discussed were: Children’s books, 
Carlotte Clark, extension librarian, Mont- 
gomery County Library, Gaithersburg, Mary- 
land; college books, Beatrice Datesman, 
professor, Millersville State Teachers Col- 
lege; and school books, Amy Kulp, Mer- 
cersburg Academy. 

The business meeting followed. A _ pro- 
posed constitution, which had been pre- 
pared by Herbert Anstaett, librarian, Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, Lancaster, and 
Ernest Doerschuk, librarian, Lancaster Pub 
lic Library, was read and adopted by vote 
of those present. 

Officers elected were: chairman, Laura 
Buller, Millersville; vice-chairman, Esther 
Strickland, Harrisburg Public Library; secre- 
tary-treasurer, Grace B. Miller, Warrick 
High School, Rothsville. 

Members discussed a proposal that the 
chapter ask the PLA for financial aid. No 
vote was taken. However, Mr. McComb 
stated that he would report the discussion 
to the association. 

The afternoon program was a book and 
author luncheon at Hotel Richard McAl- 
lister, sponsored by the Hanover Library 
Guild. Wirt Winebrenner, chairman of 
the board of the Hanover Public Library 








was toastmaster. Speakers were Anne Hey- 
wood, author of “Be Yourself,” and Clar- 
ence J. Hylander, author of “Macmillan 
Wild Flower Book.” 


* * * * * 


Librarians from Beaver, Butler, Mercer, 
and Lawrence Counties met Thursday, 
May 6, in the McCartney Library at Geneva 
College for the spring meeting of the Four 
County Library Club. 


In the morning Dr. Charles Lee, presi- 
dent of the college, gave the welcome ad- 
dress. Mrs. Herbert Beighley, Zelienople, 
reported on the executive meeting of the 
PLA, and Dr. Marius Risley, field represen- 
tative of the Great Books Foundation, gave 
a most interesting talk on great books. 


In the afternoon, Marion McFarland, a 
student of Geneva College, gave an exhibi- 
tion on “Magic as You Like It” and musi- 
cal selections were presented by two stu- 
dents, Sally Dishler, vocalist, and Ellen 
Lathom, accompanist. Dr. Paul H. Chap- 
man, associate professor of English, was 
the speaker of the afternoon. “Romance 
of Scholarship” was the topic in which he 
told of some of the forgeries of first edi- 
tions and rare books. 

Officers elected were Johann Davey, 
president, and Elizabeth White, secretary. 
The fall meeting will be held in November 
at the Carnegie Free Library, Beaver Falls. 

* * ¥ * * 


The annual meeting of the North- 
western District Pennsylvania Library As- 
sociation was held at the Carnegie Library 
in Bradford on May 15. The meeting was 
opened by the president, Georgia Spinney. 
Joseph L. Hinaman, mayor of Bradford, 
cordially greeted the assembly. He paid 
high tribute to Grace Steele, and her staff, 
for very able assistance in years past in 
providing suitable reading material to the 
public schools when he was in charge of 
this work. 

Miss Spinney brought to the attention of 
the assembly that, as the Lake Erie Asso- 
ciation had been disbanded last fall, the 
constitution should be amended to include 
a meeting in the fall. A general discussion 
revealed that the Lake Erie group was or- 
ganized during the war when gas rationing 
limited travel and caused the death of the 


Northwestern District Association. With 
the revival of this association, the Lake 


Erie organization was no longer necessary. 
After a short discussion it was voted to 
have an additional evening meeting to be 
held in the fall, at a central point, follow- 
ing the PLA meeting. 

Officers elected 
Bradford, 


were: 
president; Edna B. 


Estelle Jordan, 
Swanson, 








Warren, vice-president; Mrs. Olive K. Nes- 
bitt, Erie, secretary-treasurer. 


Two speakers were presented for the 
afternoon session. Ralph Sweet of the 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, opened 
his talk with some rapid-fire humor, inter- 
spersed with helpful facts. He used de- 
tailed and effective charts to illustrate his 
points on good and poor color combina- 
tions, the psychological effect of color, and 
dimensional effects of various colors, etc. 


The second speaker, Paul Sager, Bro-Dart 
Company, stated that to follow Mr. Sweet’s 
talk was just right; for the two sessions 
would tie-in well. Mr. Sager went on to 
say that colorful, attractive book jackets 
‘were a great help in increasing circulation 
and brouzht out other facts in regard to 
color and books. He ably demonstrated 
easily applied and economical plastic mag- 
azine covers, plastic tapes, various mending 
materials, and other library aids and sup- 
plies. 


* * * * * 


The Junita-Conemaugh District Chap- 
ter of PLA met on May 12, with 40 mem- 
bers present. A business meeting was held 
in the morning, followed by reports. At 
the afternoon session Josephine Bandell 
spoke on the “Golden Age Clubs.” 


* * * * * 


Gilmore Warner, librarian, State Teachers 
College, Lock Haven, was host to the 
Central Regional Group of the C & R 
Section on April 24. It was a highly in- 
formal gathering. 

The group was welcomed to Lock Haven 
by Dr. Richard T. Parsons, president of the 
college, who pointed out that the college 
library is an important factor on the col- 
lege campus, that it tends to make one of 
the most important contributions to the 
education of teachers. He regretted that 
limited funds curtail the aid that college 
administrators can give the library. 


The next speaker was Dr. D. A. Patter- 
son, head of the Department of Education 
and Director of Personnel at Lock Haven 
and Executive Secretary of the Association 
for Student Teaching. His address was 
relative to the study group conferences 
which were planned for the afternoon 
session. 

These study groups he said, are an exten- 
sion of the democratic method. If twelve 
people ignorant of a solution to a given 
problem get together to discuss it, from 
their collective ignorance will come wis- 
dom. Such discussions, however, must 
have organization but no fixed structure. 
The group must have a chairman to stimu- 
late other people to talk but who will keep 








quiet himself. A recorder is needed to sift 
the important points from the flow of ver- 
bage and note them down. Finally all of 
the participants must contribute to the dis- 
cussion. They are not forced to offer their 
ideas and opinions but are morally obli- 
gated to do so. For in such a group one 
never knows from whence will come a gem 
of wisdom nor what words might trigger 
such a gem. 


Consequently one of the chief problems 
is to get the quiet person to speak up and 
to slow down the loquacious participant. 
A review of old solutions for the problem 
on the floor is desirable, but new solutions 
are wanted. The group should be wary of 
reminiscences. Each member should not 
hesitate to evaluate other contributions and 
differ with them. Clarification should be 
insisted upon. For the point of the whole 
gathering is for the members to help each 
other do his very best thinking. 

Mr. Harold Hayden, librarian, Bucknell 
University, chairman of the College and 
Reference Section, presented a brief report. 
He said that a report from the Statistics 
Committee of C & R is expected at the 
annual meeting of the Section at Buck Hill 
Falls. The Statictics Committee is investi- 
gating the possibility and advisability of 
cooperating with A.C.R.L. to collect college 
and university library statistics in Penn- 
sylvania. 

Rena M. Carlson, librarian, Pennsylvania 
State Teachers College, Clarion, brought 
greetings from ALA, and presented a brief 
report about the ALA Mid-Winter Meeting 
in Chicago. 

Next Dr. Warner read a letter from Miss 
Koplin, librarian, Susquehanna University, 
inviting the Central Regional Group to 
hold its 1955 meeting at Susquehanna. The 
invitation was unanimously accepted. 

Following the business meeting the group 
turned its attention to the announced pro- 
gram speakers. The first speaker was Cath- 
erine Shulenberger, reference librarian, 
James V. Brown Library, Williamsport. 
She spoke on the subject “The Reference 
Librarian’s Tool Kit.” Among the tools 
she mentioned were the information file, 
the Cumulative Index to Government Pub- 
lications, the picture file, city directories, 
and scrap books. 

The second speaker was Evelyn Hensel, 
assistant librarian in charge of Acquisi- 
tions and Cataloguing, Pennsylvania State 
University, who spoke about “Recent 
Trends in Cataloguing.” She reported on 
the revision of the card catalogue filing 
code, and about the sixteenth edition of 
the Dewey Decimal Classification on which 
the Library of Congress is working. 
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Before adjourning for lunch each mem- 
ber of the group selected the discussion 
group which he would join during the 
afternoon. The morning session adjourned 
at 12:00 for a delicious lunch in the col- 
lege dining room. 

The afternoon sessions convened at 2:00. 


The members divided into two study 
groups. One group discussed two topics: 
“Card Catalogues— Books Only?” and 
“Reading Lists and Syllabi.” The other 


group devoted its attention to three sub- 
jects: “Utopia’s College,” “Off Campus 
Service,” “Student Use of Closed Stacks.” 

* * * 


* * 


A field day was again proclaimed for 
librarians of eastern Pennsylvania with the 
advent of the Ninth Annual Eastern 
Pennsylvania School Library Confer- 
ence, sponsored jointly by the State Teach- 
ers Colleges at Millersville and Kutztown, 
and held at Kutztown State Teachers Col- 
lege on April 2 and 3. Four hundred 
school librarians and guests and about 
three hundred gay spring bonnets attended 
this conference. 

A most varied and interesting program 
was presented. The first session, causing 
much favorable comment, was a demon- 
stration “Guiding Children in the Use of 
Books,” conducted by Susie Bellows, Super- 
vising Teacher in the Campus Elementary 
School. Miss Bellows, using 20 members 
of her fourth grade class, showed what 
motivated enthusiasm can do to instill in 
youngsters a love for good books. 

One of the highlights of the library con- 
ference program was a panel comprised of 
young school librarians who presented some 
of the problems they encountered in their 
first years of experience. This panel dis- 
cussion was concluded by Mrs. Rachael 
Wingfield DeAngelo, Executive Secretary 
of the American Association of School Li- 
brarians, Chicago, who gave an inspiring 
address entitled “Expanding Horizons of 
School Librarians.” 

Another discussion by young school li- 
brarians was based on ways they had solved 
the problems arising out of their new pro- 
fession. 

Mrs. Jane Gray Smith, Adviser, School 
Libraries, Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, Harrisburg, talked on “Looking For- 
ward in Pennsylvania.” 

The younger generation, not to be out- 
done, was represented by the officers of 
Teen-Age Library organizations who related 
the present activities of these organizations. 

Betty Cavanna, “young-at-heart” author 
of 23 books for the teen-age group, brought 
reminiscence and emotional recall into 
play when she appeared as the guest 








speaker at the Friday night Library Confer- 
ence Dinner. Miss Cavanna, admittedly 
delighted at having in her reading audience 
girls of junior high and young high school 
age, is primarily concerned with giving these 
plastic teenage personalities something with 
which to identfy themselves. Miss Cavanna 
feels she can do this since she understands 
girls “because not so terribly long ago, I 
was a girl.” 


Hearing Betty Cavanna’s warm and 
human account of some of her own youth- 
ful emotional experiences and problems 
which formed the nucleus for a_ great 
many of her books, we can readily agree 
that not so terribly long ago she indeed 
was one of this very special group for 
whom she writes. 


Twenty outstanding displays again proved 
that a library conference just would not be 
a library conference without exhibitors. 
One of the most distinctive displays was 
that on Esperanto, the international lan- 
guage that may soon come to the fore- 
ground as a basic means of world com- 
munication. 





The conference closed with the luncheon 
on Saturday when Mary Peacock Douglas, 


Supervisor of Libraries, Raleigh Public 
Schools, spoke on “The Librarian, A 
Dealer in Magic.’’. Mrs. Dougles’ premise 
was based on the philosophy of Mother 
Carey in the book Water Babies, by Charles 
Kingsley. 

“T heard, ma’am,” said Tom, “that you 
were always making new beasts out of old.” 

“So people fancy,” Mother Carey replied. 
“But I am not going to trouble myself to 
make things, my little dear. I sit here and 
make them make themselves. . . . Anyone 
can make things, if he will take time and 
trouble enough; but it is not every one 
who, like me, can make things make them- 
selves.” 

Mrs. Douglas elaborated further on this 
philosophy which is applicable to the li- 
brarian who holds the key to self-develop- 
ment through the power of books—books 
that teach, books that inspire, books that 
restore and give joy. 

Ethel Varga, Class of 1955 
State Teachers College, 
Kutztown, Pennsylvania 
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News Notes 


Miss Bess R. Davis, librarian, B. basic rule of the Department’s in- 


F. Jones Memorial Library, Ali- 
quippa, Pennsylvania, died on No- 
vember 28, 1953. Mr. Max Lang- 
ham is acting Librarian at present. 


* * * * * 


Kutztown State Teachers College 
reports the following seniors have 
accepted positions in the state: Mary 
Ann Fatula—High School, Pal- 
myra; Marilyn Longenecker—Cata- 
loger, Public Library, Bethlehem; 
Shirley A. Victor—Allentown Free 
Library, Allentown. 


Changes in positions also reported 
by the following Kutztown alumni: 
Ralph J. Folcarelli, ’51, from school 
librarian, Grahansville, N. Y., to 
librarian, Pennsbury Schools, Yard- 
ley; Mrs. Jerry Hinkle (Anna 
Eberts, 53), from librarian, Lebanon 
Township High School to elemen- 
tary teacher, Lancaster Public 
Schools; Mrs. Robert Loehrig (Ar- 
lene Kachline, ’51), from school li- 
brarian, Upper Dublin Township, 
to Free Library of Philadelphia. 


* * * * * 


Mr. Carl W. Hull, librarian, Cam- 
bria Free Library, Johnstown, writes 
that the Library has received $750 
for refurnishing the “Pennsylvania 
Room.” Plans are also being drawn 
for enlarging the present building to 
include a reading room and a refer- 
ence room. Mr. Hull states that 
the Art Lending Library continues 
to be popular. 


* * * * * 


The Reading Public Library, June 
1954 bulletin Library Activities con- 
tains several very interesting articles 
concerning the Library Reference 
Department written by Pauline 
Maxton, Head of the Reference 
Services. Miss Maxton states that the 


doctrination course is: “HELPING 
THE PATRON ALWAYS CoMEs First.” 


* * * * * 


The Greensburg Public Library 
has published an attractive leaflet 
“What You Should Know About 
Your Library.” The leaflet contains 
brief descriptions of the various fea- 
tures and services offered by the 
library. Miss Lydia Heller is li- 


brarian. 
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Millersville Chapter of Alpha Beta Alpha 


On Wednesday evening, May 12, 
the Library Science Club of Millers- 
ville State Teachers College became 
the Kappa Chapter of Alpha Beta 
Alpha, the national undergraduate 
fraternity for library science stu- 
dents. Mr. Arthur T. Hamlin, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Association 
of College and Reference Libraries, 
ALA, installed the new chapter. 
Twenty-five students, four profes- 
sionals and eight alumni members 
were initiated. Since that evening 
nine other alumni have joined. The 
purposes of the fraternity are to fur- 
ther the professional knowledge of 
its members, to promote fellowship, 
to provide wholesome recreation 
and entertainment, to serve as a re- 
cruiting agency for librarianship, and 


to assist in projects of the Library 
Science Department. 


The national organization was or- 
ganized on May 3, 1950, at. North- 
western State College, Natchitoches, 
Louisiana. Chapters have since 
been established in eight other 
states: Mississippi, Indiana, Ala- 
bama, Kentucky, West Virginia, 
Texas, Arizona, and California. 


The Kappa Chapter will hold a 
luncheon, Saturday, October 30, 
1954, at Millersville to which all 
library science alumni will be in- 
vited. 

Cora E. Melson, Librarian, 

Director of Library Education, 

Millersville State Teachers 
College 


Copy for the Fal! (Convention) issue 
of the PLA Bulletin should 


reach the editor by September | 
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